
Amelia’s granny forgets lots of things. 
Little things, like where she put her 
glasses, and big things like people and 
places. But everything anyone has ever 
forgotten is stored in The Forgettery,  
and there Amelia and her granny learn  
the power of making memories. 

Filled with warmth and gentle humour, 
The Forgettery is a beautifully written, 
sensitive look at dementia and memory 
loss. During 2020 our attention was 
drawn to the elderly people in our 
community more than ever before. 
Children were unable to maintain in 
person contact with much-loved elderly 
grandparents and great grandparents and 
had to find other ways to keep in touch. 

Some children in your class will have 
relatives with dementia and already 
have experienced some of the nuances 
of this disease. Without ever explicitly 
mentioning dementia, The Forgettery 
can be enjoyed as an adventure story 
where children explore a fantastical world 
where memories can be re-discovered 
and revisited as well as newly made. 
Rachel Ip’s tender words capture the 
wonderful bond between grandmother 
and granddaughter and Laura Hughes 
conjures up an exciting, wonderous space 
where our most precious memories are 
stored, and the challenge of dementia  
can be gently explored and understood.

• Ask children to have a conversation 
with their grandparents about some 
special memories and moments in their 
lives. Children can document these 
memories in the following ways:

 o Create a timeline
 o Create a multi-media presentation
 o Deliver a talk to the class 

• Talk about the kinds of things children 
forget to do such as tie their shoelaces, 
leave their homework at home, 
forget their library books. Brainstorm 
some ideas for how kids can remind 
themselves to not be so forgetful. What 
are some things that their grandparents 

or elderly people might be forgetful 
about? Brainstorm some ideas for how 
they can remind them of everyday 
‘forgetfulness’ such as where their 
glasses are, or where the car keys are!

• Amelia and her Granny think about  
The Forgettery as an adventure.  
It’s a lovely place where Memory 
Keepers work to keep memories alive.  
Write a job description for a Memory 
Keeper. What skills should a Memory 
Keeper have?

• The author describes Granny’s 
memories as being ‘paper thin and 
delicate’ what does this mean?

• What kinds of things did she describe 
as her most treasured memories? After 
finding out some of the most treasured 
memories of their grandparents, 
children could use an old suitcase or 
shoebox to create a memory box. They 
can use photographs, documents, and 
memorabilia to create a lovely mini 
‘Forgettery’.

• The author describes Amelia’s 
Forgettery as being smaller than 
Granny’s. Why?

• Why do you think the illustrator 
has used drawers to store Granny’s 
memories? What kinds of items can 
you see in the drawers? What parts of 
Granny’s life do these items represent?

• Draw your own Forgettery—it could 
look like the treehouse in the book!   
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In 2021 there was an estimated  
472 000 [1] people living with dementia 
in Australia, which will soar to over  
1 million by 2058 [1]. Globally, around 
50 million people live with dementia, 
with nearly 10 million new cases 
each year. Opening up discussions 
surrounding this challenging topic  
with young children has never been 
more important.

1. Dementia Australia (2018) Dementia Prevalence 
Data 2018-2058, commissioned research undertaken 
by NATSEM, University of Canberra sourced from  
www.dementia.org.au/statistics


