
SCIENCE
Dangerous Animals 
Each animal in this text is covered under 
the same headings; Description, Danger 
Factor, Conservation Status, Diet, 
Location/Habitat and Fun Facts. 

After you have finished studying this book 
use these same headings to research 
another dangerous animal which has not 
been included here. 

Create a slogan and a poster aimed at 
educating the public about a particular 
dangerous animal.

Quiz students regarding the scientific 
names of some of these animals, e.g.  
Q: What is a Struthio camelus? A: Ostrich.

Which of the dangerous animals in this 
book are endangered?

The Life Cycles and Habitats  
of Animals 
Study the lifecycles of any of the animals 
in this book.

Study metamorphosis, and how so many 
animals change physically as they develop, 
e.g. The black-legged tick feeds on three 
meals of blood in its life. ‘These meals 
occur in correlation to significant physical 
changes in the tick’s life: moulting from 
larva to nymph, from nymph to adult,  
in order for an adult to lay eggs.’ (p. 25). 
Study such lifecycles in this and  
other creatures. 

Study how each of these dangerous 
animals employ unique survival skills in 
order to avoid predators, or are predators 
themselves.

Camouflage is used by many of the 
creatures in this book, e.g. The carnivorous 
caterpillar ‘mimics a twig’ (p 38). Research 
the four main types of camouflage: 
Concealing Colouration, Disruptive 
Colouration, Disguise and Mimicry. Apply 
what you have learned to your observation 
of other dangerous animals.

Research any other special skills or 
features which these dangerous animals 
have developed for finding food, 
protecting their territories, and surviving 
harsh conditions.

Research adaptation in dangerous animals.

VISUAL LITERACY
The visual text in this book has been 
created by a natural history illustrator and 
she combines this with her written text to 
illustrate features of the various animals 
described. 

The cover of the book depicts a number 
of dangerous animals. What does this 
cover suggest to you about the book’s 
content? What elements convey the 
message which Sami Bayly expresses in 
her introduction?

The title page is without images. Draw an 
appropriate image to adorn this page.

The format of the book is standardised 
with an image opposite an expository 
text. Create an expository text with an 
accompanying illustration. Make a display 
of the texts and images created by each 
student. Copy them and make them  
into a class book. 

Sami has studied Natural History 
Illustration and uses a careful drawing 
style and watercolour to document the 
features of each animal. Research natural 
history illustration and study the work of 
other artists in this field. Then create your 
own detailed sketch of the animal you 
have written about in the exercise above. 

Encourage students to use critical literacy 
skills to unearth further meaning in this 
text, by looking closely at the images, 
explaining what they see, and then what 
the text says, and how the two texts add 
meaning to each other.  

CREATIVE ARTS
• Make a model of any of the animals 

included in this text, eg. the Greater  
Slow Loris. 

• Create a Dangerous Animals Mobile. 
• Create a mask of a Dangerous Animal 

using relevant materials such as 
feathers. 

• Create a Diorama depicting an African 
Buffalo in its habitat.  

• Create a Book Trailer to promote  
this book. 

MATHEMATICS
Have fun investigating mathematical 
facts about these animals, such as their 
population numbers, their longevity, how 
many eggs or offspring they produce, etc.

DOWNLOAD MORE NOTES! Go to: 
scholastic.com.au/teacher-corner  
for the full set of Teacher’s Notes 
and other FREE classroom activities
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INTRODUCTION
Sixty ‘dangerous’ animals are included in this 
amazing book The Illustrated Encyclopedia of 
Dangerous Animals. As she did in her earlier 
work, The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Ugly 
Animals, Sami Bayley seeks to shine a light on 
the lesser-known but fascinating creatures 
of the animal kingdom and to explore the 
features which they have developed or 
adapted in order to survive. Sami Bayley’s 
study of these creatures ensures that her 
glorious images are absolutely accurate. She 
wants her readers not to fear these animals 
but to admire them for their special qualities. 

DOWNLOAD these notes & more!  
scholastic.com.au/teacher-corner
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